Climate Change and Human Health Literature Portal

N I H National Institute of
Environmental Health Sciences

Empirical evidence suggests adverse climate events have not affected
Australian women's health and well-being

Author(s): Powers JR, Loxton D, Baker J, Rich JL, Dobson AJ
Year: 2012
Journal: Australian and New Zealand Journal of Public Health. 36 (5): 452-457

Abstract:

OBJECTIVE: To compare the health and well-being of women by exposure to adverse climate events. An
Exceptional Circumstance declaration (EC) was used as a proxy for adverse climate events. The Australian
government may provide financial support to people living in EC areas, i.e. areas experiencing a one in
20-25 year event (drought, flood or fire) that results in a severe, extended downturn in farm or farm-related
income. METHODS: Data from 6,584 53-58 year old non-metropolitan women participating in the 2004
survey of the Australian Longitudinal Study on Women's Health (ALSWH) were linked to EC data.
Generalised linear models were used to analyse differences in SF-36 General Health (GH) and Mental
Health (MH) and perceived stress by EC for all women. Models were adjusted for demographic,
health-related and psychosocial factors potentially on the pathway between EC and health. Given that the
effects on health were expected to be greater in vulnerable people, analyses were repeated for women with
worse socioeconomic circumstances. RESULTS: GH, MH and stress did not differ for the 3,366 women in
EC areas and 3,218 women in non-EC areas. GH, MH and stress were worse among vulnerable women
(who had difficulty managing on available income) regardless of EC. Conclusion and IMPLICATIONS: This
research adds to the existing literature on climate change, associated adverse climate events and health, by
suggesting that multiple resources available in high income countries, including government support and
individual psychosocial resources may mitigate some of the health impacts of adverse climate events, even
among vulnerable people.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1753-6405.2012.00848.x

Resource Description

Exposure : &
weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health
Extreme Weather Event
Extreme Weather Event: Drought, Flooding, Wildfires
Geographic Feature: @
resource focuses on specific type of geography
Rural

Geographic Location: @
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resource focuses on specific location
Non-United States
Non-United States: Australasia
Health Impact: &
specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
Mental Health/Stress, Morbidity/Mortality
Mental Health Effect/Stress: Mood Disorder, Stress Disorder
Mitigation/Adaptation: &
mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource
Adaptation
Population of Concern: A focus of content
Population of Concern: &
populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts
Low Socioeconomic Status
Other Vulnerable Population: women in extreme climate areas
Resource Type: @
format or standard characteristic of resource
Research Article
Resilience: &

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

A focus of content

Timescale: &

time period studied

Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment: &

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

A focus of content
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